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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A method for reporting volume information on 
one or more redundant arrays of independent disks (RAID) 
in an information handling system having one or more 
storage device drives, the method comprising: 

identifying one or more RAID volumes on the 
information handling system; 

identifying the storage device drives coupled to the 
information handling system; 

correlating the RAID volumes to the storage device 

drives ; 

determining an initial worst case operational state 
between the identified RAID volumes and the identified 
storage device drives; 

reporting the initial worst case operational state 
to a light emitting diode (LED) driver, the LED driver 
operable to operate a chassis LED in accordance with a 
last reported worst case operational state; 

determining a current worst case operational state 
between the RAID volumes and the storage device drives; 
and 

reporting the current worst case operational state 
to the LED driver. 
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2. The method of Claim 1, further comprising: 
determining, prior to operating the chassis LED in 

accordance with a reported worst case operational state, 
whether the current worst case operational state is 
different than the last reported worst case operational 
state; and 

reporting the current worst case operational state 
to the LED driver in response to a difference between the 
current worst case operational state and the last 
reported worst case operational state. 

3. The method of Claim 1, further comprising 
identifying one or more software RAID volumes on the 
information handling system. 

4. The method of Claim 1, further comprising 
identifying one or more network attached storage 
appliances . 
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5. An information handling system, comprising: 
a processor; 

a memory operably coupled to the processor; 

an information storage device operably coupled to 
5 the processor and the memory; 

at least one light emitting diode (LED) operably 
coupled to the information storage device; and 

a program of instructions storable in the memory and 
executable by the processor, the program of instructions 
10 operable to obtain an operational state for one or more 
software -based RAID (redundant array of independent 
disks) volumes on the information storage device and 
command operation of the LED in a manner reflective of 
the software-based RAID volume operational state. 

15 

6. The information handling system of Claim 5, 
further comprising the program of instructions operable 
to communicate with a logical volume manager to determine 
the operating state of the one or more information 

2 0 handling system software -based RAID volumes 



7. The information handling system of Claim 6, 
further comprising the program of instructions operable 
to communicate with an information handling system 

25 operating system to identify the information storage 
devices coupled to the information handling system. 

8. The information handling system of Claim 7, 
further comprising the program of instructions operable 

30 to determine an operational state for the one or more 
information storage devices. 
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9. The information handling system of Claim 8, 
further comprising the program of instructions operable 
to correlate the one or more software -based RAID volumes 

5 to the one or more information storage devices 

10. The information handling system of Claim 9, 
further comprising the program of instructions operable 
to identify a least preferred operational state from the 

10 operational state of the one or more software-based RAID 
volumes and the one or more information storage devices. 

11. The information handling system of Claim 10, 
further comprising the program of instructions operable 

15 to operate the LED in accordance with the least preferred 
operational state. 
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12. The information handling system of Claim 11, 
further comprising the program of instructions operable 
to: 

periodically poll the operational state of the 
5 software -based RAID volumes and the information storage 
devices ; 

determine a new least preferred operational state 
between the software-based RAID volume operational state 
and the information storage device operational state; 
10 determine whether the new least preferred 

operational state is different from a previously 
identified least preferred operational state; and 

alter operation of the LED in response to a 
difference between the new least preferred operational 
15 state and the previously identified operational state. 
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13. A computer readable medium comprising a program 
of instructions, the program of instructions operable to: 

determine an operating status of at least one 
software redundant array of independent disks (RAID) 
5 volume on an information handling system; and 

operate at least one user observable light emitting 
diode (LED) in a manner indicative of the software RAID 
volume operating status. 

14. The computer readable medium of Claim 13, 
further comprising the program of instructions operable 
to determine a last operating status and a current 
operating status of the at least one software RAID 
volume . 

15. The computer readable medium of Claim 14, 
further comprising the program of instructions operable 
to alter operation of the at least one user observable 
LED in response to a difference between the current 
operating status and the last operating status of the at 
least one software RAID volume. 

16. The computer readable medium of Claim 13, 
further comprising the program of instructions operable 

2 5 to query an information handling system volume manager to 
identify the at least one software RAID volume on the 
information handling system. 
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17. The computer readable medium of Claim 16, 
further comprising the program of instructions operable 
to : 

query an information handling system operating 
5 system to identify at least one storage device coupled to 
the information handling system; and 

determine an operating status for the at least one 
storage device. 

18. The computer readable medium of Claim 18, 
further comprising the program of instructions operable 
to : 

identify a worst case operating status between the 
at least one software RAID volume and the at least one 
storage device; and 

operate the at least one user observable LED in 
accordance with the worst case operating status. 

19. The computer readable medium of Claim 17, 

20 further comprising the program of instructions operable 
to establish a correlation between the at least one 
software RAID volume and the at least one storage device. 

20. The computer readable medium of Claim 13, 

25 further comprising the program of instructions operable 
to communicate the operating status of the at least one 
software RAID volume to an LED driver, the LED driver 
operable to command operation of the at least one user 
observable LED. 
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